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‘SunLit is Sunshine College's comprehensive, whole-school reading initiative designed to
enhance and support literacy for all students. It is based on evidence from extensive
research by Queensland academic, Dr. Carol Christensen. 

The SunLit program commenced in 2007. A distinguishing feature of the program is that it
caters for readers of all abilities. Any student who enrols at Sunshine College can expect to
receive targeted reading lessons designed to match and extend their reading competence. 
 
Teachers from every learning area in the college teach in the SunLit program. We know that
every teacher must be responsible for developing their students’ literacy skills and this
program is a practical example. Our students receive constant reinforcement on the value
and enjoyment of reading throughout their daily school lives.

Students from years 7-10 participate in the SunLit program four times a week. A student’s
reading level is determined through testing conducted twice a year. SunLit students are then
placed in one of four strands. 

SUNLIT READING PROGRAM

The 4 Strands:

Decoding
Comprehension Transition 

Comprehension 
Strategies 

Each strand follows a timetable of reading activities tailored to accelerate the learning of
all students.



Phonics: Students engage in systematic, structured phonics lessons twice a
week. Through explicit instruction, letter-sound relationships are taught in a
clear, organised, and sequential manner to improve phonemic awareness.
Lessons incorporate morphological instruction to build word knowledge and
enhance students’ understanding of language structure.

DECODING STRAND
VIC CURRICULUM LEVEL: F-2

(Max. class size 10 students)

Reciprocal Reading: Students engage in a teacher-facilitated reciprocal
reading process, where they are explicitly taught to use context clues to infer
meaning and clarify vocabulary. They respond to both literal and inferential
questions across a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Summarising
strategies are also taught to support comprehension.

Comprehension: Students read and respond to a diverse range of fiction and
non-fiction texts. They develop their ability to identify the purpose, audience,
and structure of texts, determine main ideas and supporting details, and apply
strategies such as sequencing and visualising across narrative, informative,
persuasive, and procedural text types.

Independent Reading and Teacher Read Aloud: Students engage in
independent reading three times a week using carefully selected ‘just right’
texts. During this time, teachers conference individually with students to
discuss and reinforce strategies for making meaning from texts. Additionally,
teachers read to students to model effective reading behaviours and foster
an enjoyment of reading.



COMPREHENSION TRANSITION STRAND
VIC CURRICULUM LEVEL: 3-4

Phonics: Students engage in systematic, structured phonics lessons twice a
week. Through explicit instruction, complex letter-sound relationships are taught
in a clear, organised, and sequential manner to improve phonemic awareness.
Lessons incorporate morphological instruction to build word knowledge and
enhance students’ understanding of language structure.

(Max. class size 15 students)

Reciprocal Reading: Once a week, students engage in the reciprocal reading
process, where they are explicitly taught to use context clues to infer meaning
and clarify vocabulary. They respond to both literal and inferential questions
across a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Summarising strategies are also
taught to support comprehension.

Independent Reading and Teacher Read Aloud: Students engage in
independent reading three times a week using carefully selected ‘just right’
texts. During this time, teachers conference individually with students to
discuss and reinforce strategies for making meaning from texts. Additionally,
teachers read to students to model effective reading behaviours and foster
an enjoyment of reading.

Comprehension: Students read and respond to a diverse range of fiction and
non-fiction texts. They develop their ability to identify the purpose, audience, and
structure of texts, determine main ideas and supporting details, and apply
strategies such as sequencing, visualising and compare and contrast across
narrative, informative, persuasive, and procedural text types.



Reciprocal Teaching: Once a week, students engage with a range of texts to
extend their literacy skills through reciprocal reading strategies. These
strategies include clarifying meaning, responding to inferential and analytical
questions, and summarising the author’s message.

COMPREHENSION STRAND
VIC CURRICULUM LEVEL: 5-6

(Max. class size 20 students)

Independent Reading: Using selected ‘just right’ books, students read
independently four times a week. Teachers conference the students and talk
about strategies for making meaning from the texts.

Morphology: Students participate in regular morphology lessons, where they
receive explicit instruction in the structure of words, including prefixes, suffixes,
and root words. This targeted teaching supports the development of word
knowledge and vocabulary, enabling students to better understand and use
complex language across a range of texts and across disciplines. 

Comprehension: Students read and respond to a diverse range of fiction
and non-fiction texts. They develop their ability to identify the purpose,
audience, and structure of texts, determine main ideas and supporting
details, and apply strategies such as sequencing, visualising and compare
and contrast across narrative, informative, persuasive, and procedural text
types.

Oral Language: Students work collaboratively to engage with a variety of
speaking and listening tasks.



Reciprocal Reading: Once a week, students engage with complex texts to
extend their literacy skills through reciprocal reading strategies. These
strategies include clarifying meaning, responding to inferential and analytical
questions, and summarising the author’s message.

STRATEGIES STRAND 
VIC CURRICULUM LEVEL: STRATEGIES 7-8

                                                       STRATEGIES PLUS 9+

(Max. class size 25 students)

Morphology and Word Work: Students participate in regular morphology
lessons, where they receive explicit instruction in the structure of words,
including prefixes, suffixes, and root words. This targeted teaching supports the
development of word knowledge and vocabulary, enabling students to better
understand and use complex language across a range of texts and across
disciplines. 

Critical Literacy: Students critically analyse a range of increasingly complex
texts by practising the skills of retrieval, interpreting explicit and implied
information and reflecting on texts. They make inferences and interpret
meaning of vocabulary from context , and evaluate bias and competing
perspectives across paragraphs and texts.

Independent Reading: Using selected ‘just right’ books, students read
independently four times a week. Teachers conference the students and talk
about strategies for making meaning from the texts.

Oral Language: Students work collaboratively to engage with a variety of
speaking and listening tasks.



The primary focus when analysing PAT test data, is to inform teachers of a student’s
preparedness for learning. This allows us to design and target SunLit lessons accurately. We
are able to place students into groups where texts, tasks and reflection best fit the needs
of the class. 

Data is used for tracking student growth and maintaining an improvement focus in our
program.

We report to parents on the growth of their students in Years 7 to 10. Every student now
uses digital spreadsheets to track their personal growth in reading during their years at
Sunshine College.

NAPLAN matched cohort data shows that students who commence at Sunshine College in
Year 7 and sit NAPLAN again in Year 9 make strong progress during their time at the
College. When comparing the mean scores of this same cohort from Year 7 to Year 9, our
students demonstrate greater growth than the average student across Victoria. This
pattern has been consistent over a number of years, as shown in the table below.

DATA & GROWTH



'Turning around schools: it can be done'
examines two secondary and two primary

schools to show that all of them have
succeeded...'

'It began with a new intensive approach to
literacy, known as the SunLit program...'

'These schools have greatly improved their
students' results over the last five years.'

'...when compared with schools facing similar
disadvantage, Sunshine has gone from the
bottom 10 per cent to the top 10 per cent.'
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